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them the opportunity to hone their public-
speaking skills. Since 1998 the Club has
sponsored its annual Imagineers contest,
which encourages area fifth graders to use
creativity and critical thinking to design solu-
tions to current problems using everyday ma-
terials. Furthermore, the Club promotes the
need for youth to develop a well-balanced set
of skills by sponsoring athletic competitions for
area youth in addition to its countless aca-
demic and scholarly programs.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
Birmingham Optimist Club. The Club has pro-
vided a great service and continues to pro-
foundly impact the community by working with
our youth to develop and shape the leaders of
tomorrow. | wish the Club many more years of
continued success as it enriches our commu-
nities and helps today’s youth develop into to-
morrow’s leaders.

———
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today to recognize the
Golden Wedding Anniversary of Clarence and
Glenda Gulsby of Molino, Florida.

Clarence and Glenda Gulsby were married
on October 28, 1960, at Pugh’s Chapel As-
sembly of God in Molino. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Gulsby are life-long residents of Molino and
are graduates of the local high school, J.M.
Tate High School.

Mr. and Mrs. Gulsby have three children,
Sue, Bill and Wayne, in addition to four grand-
children and two great-grandchildren. All three
generations of the Gulsby family live on a con-
tiguous property, exemplifying the idyllic model
of a close-knit American family.

The Gulsby’s love for their family is evi-
denced by their dedication and support. Mrs.
Gulsby’s devotion to raising her children and
maintaining the family household provided a
strong support foundation for their children; all
the while, Mr. Gulsby worked hard to provide
for his family through his drive, fierce deter-
mination and a strong work ethic. Mr. Gulsby
retired from Champion/International Paper
Company after 42 years; however, at times he
worked three jobs, including farming and oper-
ating Gulsby Blacksmith and Welding Shop, to
ensure that he provided the best possible life
for his family. At the age of 78, he can still
swing a sledge hammer.

This remarkable couple has also been ac-
tive in the local community. Despite retire-
ment, Mr. Gulsby still carries an immense
work ethic; he has been active in local politics
and community efforts for over 40 years and
currently serves on the Fire Safety Citizen Ad-
visory Committee. Mr. Gulsby was also suc-
cessful in obtaining local telephone dialing for
his lifelong town of Molino to the rest of
Escambia County, Florida. While working to
obtain these dialing rights, he was known to
remark, “You can stand on a stump and talk
farther than you can call,” which was well-re-
ceived by all, including the Public Service
Commission and the local phone company.
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Mr. and Mrs. Gulsby’s long and fruitful mar-
riage serves as a prime example of the sacred
bond of marriage. Their love and dedication to
their children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children epitomize a happy and devoted fam-
ily.

yMadam Speaker, on behalf of the United

States Congress, it is my pleasure to join Clar-
ence and Glenda Gulsby and their entire fam-
ily in celebration of their 50 wonderful years of
marriage. My wife, Vicki, and | wish them
many more years of happiness.

————
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Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, as
the 111th Congress comes to a close, it is fit-
ting for us to recognize our colleagues who
will not be joining us in January for the start
of the 112th Congress. Specifically, 3 of my
classmates from the special election class
from the 110th and 111th Congresses will be
moving on to new endeavors, where they will
undoubtedly achieve great success and distin-
guish themselves, just as they did while serv-
ing their constituents and the American people
in this body.

For the outstanding accomplishments that
we achieved during their tenure, | would like to
recognize these representatives and thank
them, for their service: BILL FOSTER, TRAVIS
W. CHILDERS, SCOTT MURPHY.

Each of these members has been instru-
mental in formulating and implementing poli-
cies that serve the best interests of the Amer-
ican people and that will continue to shape the
future of our nation for generation to come.

These colleagues of mine—though their
service, intellect, and companionship will be
missed dearly—can look back on these last
two years in Congress and take pride in the
historical legislative achievements of which
they were a part. These members can take
heart in the knowledge that our legislative
achievements assisted in pulling the country
through some of its toughest times. They were
instrumental in the passage of landmark legis-
lation such as:

Health Care Reform, ensuring that the
wealthiest country in the world gives all of its
citizens an opportunity to receive decent care
and ending the worst insurance industry
abuses.

Wall Street Reform, promising to the Amer-
ican people that the greed of Wall Street ex-
ecutives will never again jeopardize their sav-
ings, retirement, or livelihood.

The Recovery Act, providing the invest-
ments necessary for the American economy to
create new jobs while saving existing ones,
and spur economic activity while laying the
groundwork for long-term growth.

These members can also proudly look back
at other important accomplishments such as:
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, Credit CARD Act,
Children’s Health Insurance Program Reau-
thorization Act, American Clean Energy and
Security Act, Student Aid and Fiscal Responsi-
bility Act, Hire Act, Cash for Clunkers, Small
Business Jobs and Credit Act, Disclose Act,
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act.
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The 110th and 111th Congresses acted
boldly to confront pressing challenges; we
worked hard, put in long hours, and prolifically
passed vital pieces of legislation. Congres-
sional scholars have even called the 111th
Congress “one of the most productive” in our
nation’s history. Thanks to your hard work and
vision, we have been a part of a Congress
that has looked forward, rather than back-
wards, and has always put the middle class
first.

In closing, | would like to thank each of
these members for their extraordinary commit-
ment to public service and wish them the best
of luck in their future endeavors, which | and
my Democratic colleagues hope includes a re-
turn to the House.

——————
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Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Western Carolina University Chan-
cellor John Bardo. Mr. Bardo has served
Western Carolina University since 1995 guid-
ing the university through student and campus
expansions and helping create a high quality
residential Honors College. Mr. Bardo is a
champion of education and deserves such
commendation.

Over the last 15 years, Dr. Bardo has led
the faculty and staff members of Western
Carolina towards recognition as a distin-
guished center for teaching and learning.
Western Carolina led the way not only in
North Carolina but across the country in re-
quiring that all students own a computer in
order to take maximum advantage of online in-
formation and communications. This standard
is common practice throughout college and
universities today but was spearheaded by the
work of Dr. Bardo.

During Dr. Bardo’s tenure, Western Carolina
adopted a unique and innovative tenure and
promotion policy to award faculty members for
going beyond traditional teaching, research
and service. This cutting-edge approach re-
wards faculty members’ scholarly activities
and stresses emboldened links between stu-
dent’s academic and extracurricular activities.
This leading-edge approach is regarded as a
national model by higher education associa-
tions.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the accomplishments of
Dr. John Bardo for his accomplished work as
Chancellor of Western Carolina University. |
thank him for his contributions to Western
North Carolina and wish him continual suc-
cess as an educator.

————

TRIBUTE TO JUSTICE JAMES A.
ARDAIZ
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge and honor Justice
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